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SCHEDULE I NARCOTICS:   

INVESTIGATING THE MENTAL STATE  

BEHIND VIOLENT CRIMES  

 
THE NEED: 

 
In its role of assessing crime (and social issues), the Broward County Crime 
Commission felt it imperative to conduct a public forum on Schedule I Narcotics 
and the Psychosis Associated with Violent Crimes.  As part of the Crime 
Commission’s Building Bridges Mental Health Conference series, the Crime 
Commission is hosting a one day conference, with a variety of panels, speakers, 
and experts to address this “Public Concern”.  Some of the foremost 
professionals, educators, and brightest minds in the fields of law enforcement, 
pharmacology, psychiatry, psychology and medicine will be participating.     
 
TRADITIONAL SCHEDULE I NARCOTICS: 
 
Schedule I drugs, substances, or chemicals are defined as drugs with no currently 
accepted medical use and a high potential for abuse. Schedule I drugs are the 
most dangerous drugs of all the drug schedules with potentially severe 
psychological or physical dependence. Some examples of Schedule I drugs are:  
 
 1. Heroin 
 2. Lysergic Acid Diethylamide (LSD) 
 3. Marijuana (cannabis),  
 4. 3,4-Methylenedioxymethamphetamine (Ecstasy) 
 5. Methaqualone  
 6. Peyote 
 
SYNTHETIC DRUGS ARE NEW ADDITIONS TO THE SCHEDULE I 
NARCOTIC CHART:   
 
A new public health concern has been the abuse of Synthetic Drugs by juvenile 
youths.  Some of the new Synthetic Drugs go by the street name of: 
 
 1.  K2 
 2.  Spice 
 3.  Bath Salts,  
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Overview and History:   
 
Synthetic cannabinoids, commonly known as “synthetic marijuana,” “K2,” or 
“Spice”, are often sold in legal retail outlets as “herbal incense” or “potpourri”, 
and synthetic cathinones are often sold as “bath salts” or “jewelry cleaner”. They 
are labeled “not for human consumption” to mask their intended purpose and 
avoid Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulatory oversight of the 
manufacturing process. 
 
Synthetic cannabinoids are man-made chemicals that are applied (often sprayed) 
onto plant material and marketed as a “legal” high.  Users claim that synthetic 
cannabinoids mimic 9-tetrahydrocannabinol (THC), the primary psychoactive 
active ingredient in marijuana.   
 
Use of synthetic cannabinoids is alarmingly high, especially among young people.  
According to the 2012 Monitoring the Future survey of youth drug-use trends, 
one in nine 12th graders in America reported using synthetic cannabinoids in the 
past year.  This rate, unchanged from 2011, puts synthetic cannabinoids as the 
second most frequently used illegal drug among high school seniors after 
marijuana (see chart). 
 
Synthetic cathinones are man-made chemicals related to amphetamines.  
Synthetic cathinone products often consist of methylenedioxypyrovalerone 
(MDPV), mephedrone, and methylone. 
 
A Rapidly Emerging Threat: 
 
Synthetic cannabinoids laced on plant material were first reported in the U.S. in 
December 2008, when a shipment of “Spice” was seized and analyzed by U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) in Dayton, Ohio. 
 
There is an increasingly expanding array of synthetic drugs available.  51 new 
synthetic cannabinoids were identified in 2012, compared to just two in 2009. 
Furthermore, 31 new synthetic cathinones were identified in 2012, compared to 
only four in 2009.  In addition, 76 other synthetic compounds were identified in 
2012, bringing the total number of new synthetic substances identified in 2012 to 
158. 
 
Health warnings have been issued by numerous public health authorities and 
poison control centers describing the adverse health effects associated with the 
use of synthetic drugs. 
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Figure 1: Use of Illicit Drugs among Twelfth Graders, 2012 Monitoring the Future Study 

 

 
Risk to the Public Health: 
 
The contents and effects of synthetic cannabinoids and cathinones are 
unpredictable due to a constantly changing variety of chemicals used in 
manufacturing processes devoid of quality controls and government regulatory 
oversight. 
 
The effects of synthetic cannabinoids include severe agitation and anxiety, 
nausea, vomiting, tachycardia (fast, racing heartbeat), elevated blood pressure, 
tremors and seizures, hallucinations, dilated pupils, and suicidal and other 
harmful thoughts and/or actions. 
 
Similar to the adverse effects of cocaine, LSD, and methamphetamine, synthetic 
cathinone use is associated with increased heart rate and blood pressure, chest 
pain, extreme paranoia, hallucinations, delusions, and violent behavior, which 
causes users to harm themselves or others. 
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Sources and Continuing Availability: 
 
According to CBP, many synthetic cannabinoid and cathinone products originate 
overseas.  Law enforcement personnel have also encountered the manufacture of 
synthetic drugs in the U.S., including in residential neighborhoods. 
 
Synthetic drugs are often sold at small retail outlets and are readily available via 
the Internet.  The chemical compositions of synthetic drugs are frequently altered 
in an attempt to avoid government bans. 
 
Government Efforts to Ban Synthetic Drug Products: 
 
The Synthetic Drug Abuse Prevention Act is part of the FDA Safety and 
Innovation Act of 2012 permanently places 26 types of synthetic cannabinoids 
and cathinones into Schedule I of the Controlled Substances Act (CSA).  It also 
doubled the maximum period of time that the Drug Enforcement Administration 
(DEA) can administratively schedule substances under its emergency scheduling 
authority, from 18 to 36 months. 
 
The Controlled Substance Analogue Enforcement Act of 1986 allows many 
synthetic drugs to be treated as controlled substances if they are proven to be 
chemically and/or pharmacologically similar to a Schedule I or Schedule II 
controlled substance. 
 
In 2011, DEA exercised its emergency scheduling authority to control five types of 
synthetic cannabinoids, and three of the synthetic substances used to 
manufacture synthetic cathinones.   
 
In 2012, all but one of these substances were permanently designated as Schedule 
I substances under the Synthetic Drug Abuse Prevention Act, and the remaining 
substance was permanently placed into Schedule I by DEA regulation. 
 
On April 12, 2013, DEA used its emergency scheduling authority to schedule 
three more types of synthetic cannabinoids, temporarily designating them as 
Schedule I substances. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
James DePelisi, President 
 
 
Resources: 
•Drug Enforcement Administration: http://www.justice.gov/dea/divisions/hq/2013/hq062613.shtml   
•National Institute on Drug Abuse: http://www.drugabuse.gov/infofacts/Spice.html 
•American Association of Poison Control Centers: http://www.aapcc.org/dnn/default.aspx 
•Congressional Research Service: http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/misc/R42066.pdf 
•National Conference of State Legislators: http://www.ncsl.org/issues-research/justice/synthetic-drug-
threats.aspx 
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Disclaimer: Sponsorship, underwriter, contribution, and Event proceeds go toward covering both the hard and soft costs of
the Conference before, during, and after the event; as well as expenses affiliated with the Broward County Crime Commission’s
ongoing Criminal Justice and Community Outreach Programs throughout the calendar year (including but not limited to
research, writing, printing, postage, and distribution associated with Crime Commission White Paper Criminal Justice studies). 
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SCHEDULE I NARCOTICS CONFERENCE 
AGENDA 

 
 
7:30 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.   Sign-in - Breakfast, Networking 
 
8:15 a.m. to 8:30 a.m.   Opening Remarks - Welcome   
      Address by the Broward County  
      Crime Commission; Acknowledge  
      Distinguished Speakers and Guests 
 
8:30 a.m. to 9:40 a.m.   SYNTHETIC DRUGS & ZOMBIE  
      ATTACKS 
      (Topic:  Mental Delirium   
      Associated with Bath Salts and  
      Synthetic Marijuana) 
       
      Dr. Deborah Mash, Professor of Neurology 
      & Molecular/Cellular Pharmacology,  
      University of Miami Miller School of  
      Medicine 
       
      Chip Walls -  Forensic Toxicologist,  
      University of Miami Miller School of  
      Medicine 
 
9:45 a.m. to 10:55 a.m.   OXYCONTIN/OXYCODONE  
      ABUSE:  A GATEWAY TO   
      HEROIN? 
      (Topic:  Mental Psychosis   
      Regarding Addiction Associated  
      with Opiates and Opioids/Opiodes) 
 
      Jim Hall, Epidemiologist  

ARSH | Center for Applied Research on  
Substance Use and Health Disparities 
Nova Southeastern University  

 
Dr. Daniel Bober, Founder of Psychiatric  

 Consultants of Florida     
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10:55 a.m. to 11:05 a.m.   BREAK 
  
11:05 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.   PANEL DISCUSSION I -   
      Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath  
      Salts, and Synthetic Marijuana 
        
      MODERATOR:      
      Dr. Alexia Georgakopoulos – 

Associate Professor of Conflict Resolution 
and Communication, Nova Southeastern  
University (NSU)  

 
      Panelists: 
 
      1. Dr. Daniel Bober, Founder of  
       Psychiatric Consultants of Florida 
 
      2. Dr. Lori J. Butts – President &  
       Director of the Clinical and Forensic  
       Institute  
 
      3. Dr. Nabil El Sanadi – Chief of  
       Emergency Medicine, Broward  
       Health 
 
      4. Jim Hall - Epidemiologist  

ARSH | Center for Applied Research 
on  Substance Use and Health 
Disparities Nova Southeastern 
University  

 
      5. Chris McCoy – Doctor of   
       Pharmacy, Walgreens 
 

6. Mr. Al Ortenzo – Former Assistant 
Police Chief of Fort Lauderdale 
Police Department 

 
      7. William Schwartz - Detective,  
       Broward Sheriffs Office (BSO) 
 
      8. Chip Walls - Forensic Toxicologist,  
       University of Miami Miller School  
       of Medicine   
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12:15 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.   LUNCH 
  
       12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. –   
       KEYNOTE SPEAKER –  
       Susan C. Langston, Diversion  
       Program Manager, Drug   
       Enforcement Administration (DEA)   
 
 
1:15 p.m. to 1:25 p.m.   BREAK 
 
 
1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.   PANEL DISCUSSION II  -  
      Trends in Narcotic Criminal   
      Activity     
  
      MODERATOR:   

Judge Christopher Pole – County Criminal 
Court Judge, 17th Judicial Circuit 

 
       
      Panelists:  
 
      1.   Dr. Michael Brannon – Founder,  
       Institute for Behavioral Sciences and 
       Law 
 
      2. Judge Melinda Brown – 17th  
       Circuit County Court Judge    
      
      3. Captain Daniel Christophers –  
       Narcotics Commander, High   
       Intensity Drug Trafficking Area  
       (HIDTA), Broward Sheriff’s Office  
       (BSO) 
 

4.   Ayana N. Harris –    
    Assistant Federal Public Defender  

for the Southern District of Florida 
       

      5.   Julie Hogan – Deputy Statewide  
       Prosecutor, Florida Office of   
       Statewide Prosecution  
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      6.   Gary W. Kunsman -  
       Chief Toxicologist Broward County  
       Medical Examiner Office and  
       Trauma Services 
 
      7. Officer Scott Kushi - Pembroke  

Pines Police Department 
 
      8. Dr. Deborah Mash - Professor of  
       Neurology & Molecular/Cellular  
       Pharmacology, University of Miami  
       Miller School of Medicine 
       
      9.   Special Agent Maurice Spates –  
       Florida Department of Law   
       Enforcement (FDLE) 
 
      10. Judge Michelle Towbin - Singer –  
       17th Circuit Drug Court Judge 
 
      11. Lt. Dan Zsido -  Commander with  

the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office 
Narcotics Division; President, 
Florida State Chapter of the National 
Association of Drug Diversion 
Investigators (NADDI) 

       
 
2:50 p.m. to 3:35 p.m.   Closing Debate:  Legalization of  
      Marijuana 

 
MODERATOR:   
Judge Christopher Pole – County Criminal 
Court Judge, 17th Judicial Circuit 

 
         
      I. Affirmative Faction   
       (Proposition): 
 
       1. Attorney Michael Minardi - 
        National Organization for the 
        Reform of Marijuana Laws  
        (NORML)  
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       2. Ben Pollara – Founding  
        Partner, LSN Partners  
  
   
      II. Negative Faction  
       (Opposition): 
 
       1. Theresa M.B. Van Vliet –  
        Attorney at Law for   
        Genovese, Joblove &   
        Battista; former federal  
        prosecutor in the U.S.   
        Attorney's Office for the  
        Southern District of Florida   
         
       2. Al Ortenzo – Former  Asst. 
        Police Chief of Fort   
        Lauderdale Police   
        Department; Expert Speaker  
        Regarding Narcotic Analogs 
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DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER’S  
& PANELIST’S 

 

Dr. Daniel Bober, Founder, Psychiatric Consultants of Florida -                 

Presenting:  Mental Psychosis Regarding Addiction Associated with Opiates 
and Opioids/Opiodes;  

Panelist Participant: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I                                                                                                                                 

Dr. Daniel Bober attended medical school at Michigan State University College of 
Osteopathic Medicine. He completed his adult/child/adolescent psychiatry training at 
the Yale University School of Medicine and a fellowship in forensic psychiatry at the 
University of Massachusetts School of Medicine. Dr. Bober served as a mental health 
policy fellow in the U.S. Senate through the American Psychiatric Association and the 
Yale University School of Medicine. While in congress he championed the cause of 
veterans and active duty service members with mental illness.  He currently holds a 
faculty appointment as an Assistant Clinical Professor at the Yale Child Study Center 
while overseeing his private practice, Psychiatric Consultants of Florida, LLC. He is 
currently the Medical Director of Pediatric Psychiatry at Joe DiMaggio Children’s 
Hospital in Hollywood, Florida.  Dr. Bober is Board Certified in General Psychiatry, 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, and Forensic Psychiatry, by the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology. Additionally, as a Diplomate of the American Board of 
Addiction Medicine, Dr. Bober is a certified Addiction Medicine physician. He belongs to 
a number of professional societies including: American Psychiatric Association, 
American Academy of Child, and Adolescent Psychiatry, American Academy of 
Psychiatry and the Law and the American Society of Addiction Medicine.  
http://www.DrBober.com 
 
 
Dr. Michael P. Brannon, Founder, the Institute of Behavioral Sciences 
and the Law –  
  
Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
  
Dr. Michael P. Brannon holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Psychology, a Master of 
Science degree in Psychology, and a Doctorate degree in Clinical Psychology from Nova 
University. He was the Clinical Director of The Starting Place, a program for teenagers 
with substance abuse problems, from 1980 to 1990. He has been licensed as a 
psychologist in the state of Florida since 1990. He has specialized in the area of forensic 
psychology since 1994. He is currently the co-director of the Institute for Behavioral 
Sciences and the Law in Coral Springs, Florida. He has conducted over 20,000 forensic 
evaluations and testified as an expert over 1500 times in Federal Court and State Court. 
He has been featured on numerous television shows including CNN, The Today Show, 
Erin Burnett OutFront, Forensic Files, Chris Matthews Hardball, The O’Reilly Factor, 
and Headline News Network.  http://www.forensic-experts.net 
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Judge Melinda Brown, 17th Circuit Court – County Court Criminal 
Judge - 
 
Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
 
Judge Mindy Kirsch Brown is a county judge in the Criminal Division of the Broward 
County Court of Florida.  She was appointed by Gov. Charlie Crist on June 22, 2010.  She 
was elected in 2012 to a term that expires on January 8, 2019.  Judge Brown received  
undergraduate and master's degrees (Criminology) from Florida State University and her 
J.D. degree from the Nova Southeastern University Law Center.  Prior to becoming a 
judge, from 2004-2010, she was a General Magistrate within the 17th Judicial Circuit.  
From   1998 to 2004 she was an attorney at the Law Firm of Brown and Brown in Fort 
Lauderdale.  From 1997 to 1998, she was Assistant Attorney General in the Fort 
Lauderdale office.  From 1988 to 1994, she was an Assistant State Attorney in the  State 
Attorney’s Office.  http://www.17th.flcourts.org/index.php/judges/county-
court 
 
 
Lori J. Butts, J.D., Ph.D., President and Director of the Clinical & 
Forensic Institute -  
 
Panelist Participant: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I 
 
Dr. Lori J. Butts is currently the President of Florida Psychological Association.  She is 
also the President and Director of the Clinical and Forensic Institute, with 
offices in Davie and Lake Worth, Florida.  She is a Florida licensed psychologist, with 
specializations in clinical and forensic psychology; she is also a member of the Florida 
Bar Association. After graduating from Clemson University with Honors, Dr. Butts 
received her law and doctoral psychology degrees from the innovative jointly sponsored 
program by Villanova School of Law and Drexel University Department of Clinical 
Psychology.  She completed her internship in clinical and forensic psychology at New 
York University School of Medicine, Bellevue Hospital, and Kirby Forensic Psychiatric 
Hospital. She began her career with the Clinical & Forensic Institute of Davie, Florida 
initially by fulfilling her residency requirements, and eventually accepting her position as 
President and Director of the Clinical & Forensic Institute.  
http://www.cfiexperts.com/ 
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Captain Daniel Christophers, Narcotics Commander, High Intensity 
Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA), Broward Sheriff’s Office (BSO) - 
 
Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
 
Captain Daniel Christophers is a twenty-six year veteran of the Broward County Sheriff’s 
Office, and is currently assigned as Commander of the Strategic Investigations Division. 
Areas of responsibility in his command are the Broward County Drug Task Force, 
Narcotics Interdiction Task Force, Violence Intervention Pro-active Enforcement 
Response Team (VIPER), the Gang Investigation Unit, Internet Crimes Against Children 
(ICAC) and the Computer Forensic Unit.  He is also assigned as the High Intensity Drug 
Trafficking Area (HIDTA) commander.  Captain Christophers has specialized in the 
narcotics field for over 20 years working as a narcotics detective, supervisor or 
commander and has conducted investigations in every narcotics unit.   Captain 
Christophers is a graduate of the Drug Enforcement Unit’s (DEA) Drug Unit 
Commanders Academy (DUCA) and is a member of numerous narcotics enforcement 
associations.  He has taught narcotics related and undercover courses for state local and 
international investigators.   Captain Christophers has testified in hundreds of court 
proceedings both in state and Federal courts.  He has been designated as a certified 
expert witness in court testimony in narcotics related crimes.   www.Sheriff.org 
       

Dr. Nabil El Sanadi, Chief of Emergency Medicine, Broward Health -                 

Panelist Participant: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I                                                                                                                                 

Dr. Nabil El Sanadi is the chief of emergency medicine for Broward Health. He 
graduated from Ohio State University with honors in medicine and public health. 
Following medical school, he completed a medicine residency and a one-year cardiology 
research fellowship at the Cleveland Clinic Foundation, Cleveland, Ohio. He also 
obtained a Masters of Business Administration at Weather Head School of Management 
in Cleveland, Ohio. He is certified by the American Board of Emergency Medicine and 
has been a regular presenter at the American College of Emergency Physicians National 
Scientific Assemblies since 1994. He has served as Chair of the Strategic Planning 
International Committee for the American Heart/Inter-American Heart Foundation. Dr. 
El Sanadi is a visiting professor at the University of Sao Paulo, Brazil. He is a past 
president of the Florida College of Emergency Physicians and a clinical professor of 
medicine at the University of Miami. Governor Bush appointed him to Chair the State’s 
Task Force on Domestic Violence from 1999 to 2001, and in 2002, he was appointed to 
the Florida Board of Medicine. He is also the Medical Director for Broward County 
Sheriff’s Office Fire Rescue Services and Medical Director for the City of Fort Lauderdale 
Fire Rescue Services. He was a member of the Board of Governor for the Florida Medical 
Association (F.M.A.) between 2002 and 2010. He is currently the chair of the F.M.A. 
council for Ethical and Judicial Affairs. He was recently re-appointed to the Broward 
County Emergency Medical Services Council.  
http://www.browardhealth.org/physicians/Details.aspx?physician=75612 

 



Dr. Alexia Georgakopoulos, Associate Professor of Conflict  
Resolution and Communication at Nova Southeastern University 
(NSU) -  
 
MODERATOR: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I  
 
Alexia Georgakopoulos, Ph. D is a professor, practitioner, and world class expert in 
conflict resolution and communication, with two decades of work in the fields. She 
regularly interviews and appears on such media programs as NBC’s Today Show, WLRN, 
HORIZON Magazine, National Safety Council's Magazine, Radio X, and Barry University 
Radio. Dr. Georgakopoulos is currently an Associate Professor of Conflict Resolution and 
Analysis in the Department of Conflict Analysis and Resolution (DCAR) in the Graduate 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences (SHSS) at Nova SoutheasternUniversity. Dr. 
Georgakapoulos has previously taught at three other premiere universities, which most 
recently included Arizona State University. She is Director of the Institute of Conflict 
Resolution and Communication (ICRCtraining.com), which a premiere educational 
provider for Florida Supreme Court Certification Programs in County and Family 
Mediation. Also, she is an assistant trainer in Florida Supreme Court Circuit Mediation 
Certification Programs. She received her Ph.D. in Communication from the School of 
Human Communication from Arizona State University. 
http://shss.nova.edu/faculty/georgako/  

 

Jim Hall, Director of the Center for Study & Prevention of Substance 
Abuse at Nova Southeastern University -                 

Presenting:  Mental Psychosis Regarding Addiction Associated with Opiates 
and Opioids/Opiodes; 

Panelist Participant: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I                                                                                                                                 

Jim Hall serves as Epidemiologist with the Center for Applied Research on Substance 
Use and Health Disparities at Nova Southeastern University.  His work is sponsored by 
the Broward Behavioral Health Coalition and the United Way of Broward Commission 
on Substance Abuse. For the past 30 years, he has tracked patterns and trends of 
substance abuse in Florida as the State’s representative on the National Institute on 
Drug Abuse’s (NIDA) Community Epidemiology Work Group. Jim’s work has focused on 
converting research about emerging drug abuse problems into community-based 
solutions for South Florida Drug Prevention Coalitions.  He has represented the United 
States at several Organization of American States conferences over the past six years and 
is assisting a US Government project in the development of a substance abuse 
epidemiology work group in Iraq. Jim has just been named to the Scientific Advisory 
Panel of the National Institutes of Health recently established National Drug Early 
Warning System.  http://www.arsh.nova.edu/ 
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Ayana N. Harris, Assistant Federal Public Defender for the Southern 
District of Florida 
 
Panelist Participant: Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
 
Ayana N. Harris is an Assistant Federal Public Defender at the Federal  Public Defender 
for the Southern District of Florida. As a trial attorney in the Miami office, she represents 
indigent defendants charged with a variety of crimes in United States District Court, 
including economic offenses, drug offenses, and offenses involving criminal enterprises 
and racketeering. She also serves as a training mentor to newly-hired Assistant  
 Federal Public Defenders in her office. Before joining the FPD, she was a state public 
defender in Miami, where she served as an “A” level felony attorney and tried over 50 
jury trials. She attended the University of Miami and Howard University School of Law. 
 
 
Ms. Julie Hogan, Deputy Statewide Prosecutor, Florida Office of 
Statewide Prosecution –  
 
Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
 
The Office of Statewide Prosecution was created by Constitutional Amendment in 1986. 
The Office is charged with the responsibility to prosecute certain organized criminal 
activities which occur in, or affect, two or more judicial circuits-for example: bribery; 
burglary; criminal usury; extortion; gambling; kidnapping; larceny; murder; 
prostitution; perjury; robbery; carjacking; home-invasion robbery; narcotics violations; 
violations of the provisions of the Florida RICO (Racketeering Influenced and Corrupt 
Organization), Florida Anti-Fencing Act, or the Florida Anti-Trust Act of 1980 as 
amended; computer pornography; and any crime involving, or resulting in, fraud or 
deceit upon any person; or any attempt, solicitation, or conspiracy to commit any of the 
crimes specifically enumerated above.  The Statewide Prosecutor has the authority to 
conduct hearings throughout the State, summon and examine witnesses, require the 
production of physical evidence, sign informations and indictments, confer immunity, 
and exercise basically the same powers as are granted to State Attorneys.  The Statewide 
Prosecutor is appointed by the Attorney General to serve a four-year term.  
http://myfloridalegal.com/pages.nsf/main/e99f7f48df3b5d7485256cca0052
aa0f 
 
 
Dr. Gary W. Kunsman, Chief Toxicologist Broward County Medical 
Examiner Office and Trauma Services -   
 
Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
 
As the Chief Toxicologist for the District 17 Medical Examiner, Dr. Kunsman observes  
tracks, records, and documents drug use trends in providing Analytical Toxicology 
Laboratory Support Services and the interpretation of postmortem drug concentrations. 
The purpose of the Medical Examiner's Office is to bring expert and independent 
medical evaluation to the investigation of deaths that are of concern to public health, 
safety, and welfare of the community as a whole.   Dr.  Kunsman’s past research has 
demonstrated a core competency and focus on the combined effects of drugs and alcohol 
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on human psychomotor performance.  Dr. Kunsman has published articles and book 
chapters in many areas of Forensic Toxicology, including case reports of fatal drug 
overdoses, drug distribution studies in postmortem cases, and Behavioral Toxicology. 
The Broward County Medical Examiner’s Office investigates cases of persons who die 
within the jurisdictional boundaries of the Office from criminal violence, by accident, by 
suicide, suddenly when in apparent good health, when not recently treated by a 
physician, while incarcerated or in any suspicious or unusual manner.   
http://www.broward.org/MedicalExaminer/AboutUs/Pages/Default.aspx  
 
 
Officer Scott Kushi, Pembroke Pines Police Department 
 
Panelist Participant: Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
 
Officer Scott Kushi is a member of the Crime Suppression Team for the Pembroke Pines 
Police Department.  Officer Kushi has a core competency in Narcotics Distribution and 
Substance Abuse.  www.ppines.com 
 
 
 
Ms. Susan C. Langston, Diversion Program Manager, Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) -   
 
LUNCHEON KEYNOTE SPEAKER 
 
Ms. Langston is the Diversion Program Manager for the MIAMI DISTRICT OFFICE.  
The mission of DEA's Office of Diversion Control is to prevent, detect, and investigate 
the diversion of controlled pharmaceuticals and listed chemicals from legitimate sources 
while ensuring an adequate and uninterrupted supply for legitimate medical, 
commercial, and scientific needs.  Of all the major drugs of abuse, only marijuana is 
available as a natural, harvested product. The others, whether they are illicit drugs such 
as cocaine, heroin, methamphetamine, or legitimately produced pharmaceuticals, must 
be manufactured. Many problems associated with drug abuse are the result of 
legitimately made controlled substances being diverted from their lawful purpose into 
illicit drug traffic. 
http://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/offices_n_dirs/fielddiv/miami.htm 
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Dr. Deborah Mash, Professor of Neurology & Molecular/Cellular 
Pharmacology, University of Miami School of Medicine -   
 
Presenting:  Mental Delirium Associated with Bath Salts and Synthetic 
Marijuana; 
  
Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
 
Dr. Mash is one of the world's foremost, if not the foremost, scientific experts on  
hallucinogenic drug disorders and treatments.   She has been the leading sounding board 
in South Florida for all issues of narcotic side effects associated with Bath Salts and other 
illicit drugs since the early 1990’s.  After obtaining her B.A. from Florida State 
University, she received her Ph.D from the University of  Miami School of Medicine in 
Miami.   She has also done work as a post-doctoral fellow at the Harvard Medical School 
Beth Israel Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts.  
http://neurology.med.miami.edu/about-us/faculty-list/deborah-c-mash-ph-
d 

Chris McCoy, Doctor of Pharmacy, Walgreens -                 

Panelist Participant: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I                                                                                                                                 

Mr. McCoy is a Doctor of Pharmacy for Walgreens.  He is United States Army Veteran 
who possesses a of Doctor of Pharmacy Degree from Florida A&M University.  He is 
registered with the Georgia Board of Pharmacy and the Florida Board of Pharmacy.  He  
has been recognized by Walgreens for administering Health Tests that led to life saving 
interventions.  During his career with Walgreens, he has served as pharmacy manager 
for Walgreens in Belle Glade, Clewiston, and Port St.Lucie before a current position in 
Boynton Beach.  Mr. McCoy  is the recipient of Roche Communications Award.  For his 
outstanding service and knowledge, Mr. McCoy has served as a panelist for The White 
House Conference for a Drug Free America.   www.walgreens.com. 

Michael Minardi, Attorney at Law, Minardi Attorney & Counselor at 
Law -            

Legalization of Marijuana Debate – Affirmative Faction/Proposition 
 
Mr. Minardi received his Juris Doctorate degree in 2002 from Nova Southeastern 
University, Shepard Broad Law Center. He graduated Summa Cum Laude while serving 
as Senior Staff member of the Law review and a member of Phi Alpha Delta. Since 
graduating, Mr. Minardi has dedicated his practice to defending the wrongfully accused 
insuring their rights are protected and voice is heard. For the past three years Mr. 
Minardi has been activist fighting to educate people legalizing cannabis and defending 
patients charged as criminals for choosing medical cannabis over deadly prescription 
medications.   http://www.minardilaw.com/about-us/     
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Mr. Al Ortenzo – Former Assistant Police Chief of Fort Lauderdale 
Police Department 
 
Panelist Participant: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I  
   
Debate Participant:  Legalization of Marijuana Debate – Negative 
Faction/Opposition  
 
Al Ortenzo served with the Fort Lauderdale Police Department for 30 years where he 
retired as Assistant Chief of Police and Chief of Operations. He served as Chief of 
Detectives for over a decade, served on the Boards of Directors for the US Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA) Regional Task Force, the Metropolitan Intelligence 
Unit and HIDTA and was a member of the Governor’s Violent Crime and Drug Council. 
His FLPD career included undercover, detective, supervisory and command assignments 
throughout the Department including narcotics, organized crime and the DEA, where he 
was a member of the elite "CENTAC" unit that investigated international drug smuggling 
organizations worldwide under the direction of the Deputy Director of the DEA, and was 
a recipient of the DEA Directors Award .  He was responsible for undercover transactions 
and seizures in excess of $100 million. Chief Ortenzo is a nationally recognized and court 
certified expert in the areas of drug identification and investigation. He has trained over 
25,000 officers and agents from over 1,000 federal, state and local agencies in 38 states 
including the DEA, FBI, Customs, ICE, Secret Service and Defense Intelligence agencies.  
His cases and drug work have been featured in various books, magazines, and newspaper 
articles around the country including the best sellers: The Underground Empire and The 
Invisible Hand.  Chief Ortenzo has made numerous appearances on national television 
programs including NBC/Nightly News, ABC/20-20, and CBS/60 Minutes. Chief 
Ortenzo has a master's degree in criminal justice administration from Nova Southeastern 
University, and a BS in criminology from Florida State University. 
 
 
Judge Christopher Pole, County Court Criminal Judge,                        
17th Judicial Circuit –  
 
MODERATOR: Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II;                
Public Forum Debate - Legalization of Marijuana 
 
Christopher W. Pole is a judge in Broward County, Florida. He was appointed by 
Governor Rick Scott in June 2012. His current term expires on January 6, 2015. He is 
running unopposed for election to the Broward County Court in 2014. Prior to becoming 
a judge in 2012, Judge Pole had been a sole practitioner since 1988. He previously 
practiced with Conroy, Simberg and Lewis and was in-house counsel for AIG Insurance 
Company while practicing with the Law Office of Allene Nicholson from 1985 to 1987. He 
was an assistant state attorney with the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit State Attorney’s 
Office from 1981 to 1985. Pole received a bachelor’s degree from Medical College of 
Georgia and a law degree from Nova Southeastern University Center for the Study of 
Law.    http://www.17th.flcourts.org/index.php/judges/county-court 

 

20



Ben Pollara, Partner, LSN Partner -            

Legalization of Marijuana Debate – Affirmative Faction/Proposition 
 
Ben Pollara, a founding partner of LSN Partners, provides strategic counsel to clients as 
they manage their relationships with local, state and federal elected officials. He also 
oversees LSN’s grassroots and grasstops advocacy practice.  Ben services clients in a wide 
variety of government affairs and business development capacities, including: 
procurement, regulation, business-to-business sales, political strategy and the planning 
and execution of issue advocacy campaigns.  Ben served as a member of President 
Obama’s 2012 National Finance Committee. He was also previously the Florida finance 
director for Hillary Clinton for President and the co-finance director of Alex Sink for 
Governor. He maintains strong relationships throughout the Obama administration and 
has excellent relationships with the Democratic members of the Florida congressional 
and senate delegations as well as with their senior staff.  
http://www.lsnpartners.com/our-team/ben-pollara 
 

William Schwartz, Detective, Broward Sheriff’s Office (BSO) -             

Panelist Participant: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I                                                                                                                                 

Detective William Schwartz is a nineteen year veteran of the Broward County Sheriff’s 
Office, and is currently assigned to the Strategic Investigations Division, Broward County 
Drug Task Force. Detective Schwartz has specialized in the field of pharmaceutical and 
designer drug diversion investigations for over ten years, and has conducted hundreds of 
undercover drug operations.  He has lead numerous long and short term investigations 
into questionable health care practitioners and diverters of pharmaceutical drugs, and 
has been instrumental in the successful prosecution of numerous healthcare 
professionals that have abused the ethical, moral and legal standards of their 
professions.  Detective Schwartz is the former State Secretary of the National Association 
of Drug Diversion Investigators (NADDI) which is a unique membership organization 
whose members are responsible for investigating and prosecuting pharmaceutical drug 
diversion.  He currently teaches pharmaceutical identification, investigative techniques 
and undercover operations across the country, at a variety of state & local universities 
and administrative institutions.   Detective Schwartz has testified in front of the Grand 
Jury and is certified as an expert witness in court testimony in pharmaceutical drug 
diversion crimes. Det. Schwartz is formerly a member of the Broward County 
Commission on Substance Abuse.  Det. Schwartz was assigned to the Drug Enforcement 
Administration Miami Field Division Tactical Diversion Squad as a Task Force Officer 
(TFO) for five years from May 2009 through May 2014.  As a TFO Detective Schwartz 
lead several long term Federal Investigations utilizing several techniques to include Title 
III intercepts.  
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Judge Michele Towbin Singer, 17th Circuit Court of Florida 

Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 

Judge Michele Towbin Singer is a Circuit Criminal Judge in Broward County.  She was 
born and raised in South Florida. She graduated cum laude from Brandeis University 
and received her juris doctorate from Boston University School of Law. She passed the 
bar exams in Florida, Massachusetts and Ohio.  Her work experience includes practicing 
corporate and securities law as well as family and criminal law. She was an assistant 
public defender for eighteen years where her experience included being a training 
attorney responsible for supervising and teaching attorneys new to criminal circuit court. 
She also litigated in juvenile and county court.  She was elected as a circuit court judge in 
2006 where she presided over drug court, mental health court and in felony criminal 
court. She is currently handling cases in the circuit criminal division.   In addition to her 
work in court, Judge Towbin Singer is very active in the community. She is on the board 
of directors of Harmony Development Center, a nonprofit organization that provides 
services to troubled and at risk youth and families in Broward County. She is also a 
member of the Kiwanis, Lauderhill Chapter, as well as several bar associations and other 
civic organizations.  http://www.17th.flcourts.org/index.php/judges/circuit-
criminal 

 

Special Agent Supervisor (SAS) Maurice Spates, Florida Department 
of Law Enforcement (FDLE) - 
 
Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 
 
Mr. Spates is a Special Agent Supervisor for the Florida Department of Law Enforcement 
(FDLE) working in the areas of narcotics and violent crimes.   He is on the Violent Crime 
and Drug Control Council for the FDLE.  He also a Law Enforcement Planning Council 
Member for the Criminal Justice Commission of Palm Beach County.   www.FDLE.org  
 

Theresa M.B. Van Vliet, Attorney at Law, Genovese, Joblove & 
Battista; former federal prosecutor in the United States Attorney’s 
Office for the Southern District of Florida -            

Legalization of Marijuana Debate – Negative Faction/Opposition                                      

As a partner for the Law Firm of Genovese, Joblove & Battista, Ms. Van Vliet 
concentrates her practice in white collar litigation and civil and compliance matters 
including international fraud and money laundering.  Ms. Van Vliet has extensive trial 
experience in both the prosecution and defense of white collar and complex litigation. 
Most recently, she successfully defended a business owner, who having been charged 
with several federal felonies, plead guilty to the commission of a single misdemeanor 
resulting in a fine and no period of incarceration. During her tenure with the United 
States Department of Justice, she served as the Department's Chief of Narcotics and 
Senior Litigation Counsel, where she successfully tried over 40 federal jury trials 
including a fourteen month long Racketeering Influenced Corrupt Organization (RICO) 
trial that resulted in convictions for all defendants. While serving as Chief of Narcotics, 
she oversaw national and international drug and drug money laundering policy, 
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investigations and prosecutions, and dealt with national security classified information. 
Ms. Van Vliet also served as a federal prosecutor in the United States Attorney's Office 
for the Southern District of Florida.                                                                    
http://www.gjb-law.com/Attorney-Profiles/Theresa-Van-vliet.shtml 

 

Mr. Chip Walls, Forensic Toxicologist, University of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine -   
 
Presenting:  Mental Delirium Associated with Bath Salts and Synthetic 
Marijuana; 
  
Panelist Participant: Trends in Opiates, Heroin, Bath Salts, and Synthetic 
Marijuana - Panel I  
 
H. Chip Walls received his B.S. from the University of Alabama at Birmingham in 1972. 
His professional career has covered 30 years, including 9 years at the University of 
Miami and 21 years with the Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences-Birmingham 
Division toxicology section and Onondaga County Medical Examiner's Office 
laboratories. His experience encompasses post-mortem forensic toxicology, clinical 
toxicology, probation urine drug testing, and driving under the influence cases. He has 
been qualified as a forensic toxicologist in federal, state, county, and city courts in both 
criminal and civil matters. Currently, he is the Technical Director of the Forensic 
Toxicology Laboratory at the University of Miami School of Medicine, Department of 
Pathology. An active member of several toxicology organizations, Mr. Walls has chaired 
national committees and organized workshops on forensic toxicology for annual 
meetings. He has been an invited speaker on drug detection in pregnancy, the role of 
toxicology in prosecuting impaired drivers, and information resources in forensic 
toxicology, marijuana, antidepressants, antiepileptics, and alcohol. His published works 
include such topics as cocaine, marijuana, and benzodiazepines and forensic toxicology 
for inclusion in peer-reviewed scientific journals or books and presentation at national 
forensic science meetings. 
 
 

Lt. Dan Zsido, Commander with the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office 
Narcotics Division; President, Florida State Chapter of the National 
Association of Drug Diversion Investigators (NADDI); - 
 
Panelist Participant:  Trends in Narcotic Criminal Activity – Panel II 

Lieutenant Daniel Zsido is a member of the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office and has been 
in law enforcement for over 33 years. Currently, Lieutenant Zsido  is the commander of 
the Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office Narcotics Division Strategic Investigations.  The 
Narcotics Division is comprised of the Pinellas HIDTA (High Intensity Drug Trafficking 
Areas) Initiative, Interdiction, Diversion, Tactical and Technical Operations with over 50 
detectives, 8 law enforcement agencies, analysts and civilian personnel.  He has served in 
Patrol Operations, Special Weapons and Tactics (SWAT), Field Training Operations 
(FTO), DUI Enforcement, Street Crimes Unit, Community Policing (CPO), Community 
Education and the Narcotics Diversion Task Force.  He has 15 years of narcotics 
investigative experience as an undercover investigator in high schools, street drug 
purchases, narcotics intelligence and trafficking investigations. 
http://www.naddi.org/aws/NADDI/pt/sp/about_chapters_FL   
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A PASSION FOR
POWERFUL MEDICINE. 
Broward Health Physician Group 
offers you and your family  
access to more than 70 physicians 
representing a variety of primary 
and specialty medical services. 
With 40 locations and multiple 
specialties, you can be assured 
that quality care is always  
CLOSE BY.
To locate a Broward Health 
Physician Group doctor near 
you call Broward Health Line at 
954.759.7400 or visit  
BrowardHealth.org/BHPG
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At Sylvia Brafman Mental Health Center, our mission is to provide quality behavioral health treatment by using the most
innovative and creative therapeutic approaches to keep clients engaged in their healing process and to enhance recovery. 

Our comprehensive treatment programs have received the highest accreditation from the Joint Commission, and our
treatment team is comprised of experienced doctors, nurse practitioners, licensed social workers, licensed mental health

counselors, and certified addiction professionals. We offer residential and outpatient programs for adults and our
treatment programs address mood disorders, thought disorders, co-occurring disorders, trauma & PTSD. 
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Disclaimer: Sponsorship, underwriter, contribution, and Event proceeds go toward covering both the hard and soft costs of
the Conference before, during, and after the event; as well as expenses affiliated with the Broward County Crime Commission’s
ongoing Criminal Justice and Community Outreach Programs throughout the calendar year (including but not limited to
research, writing, printing, postage, and distribution associated with Crime Commission White Paper Criminal Justice studies). 
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